May 20, 2024
Dear Interim President J. Larry Jameson and Provost John L. Jackson, Jr.,

We, the undersigned Penn faculty, staff, students and alumni, urge you to drop all
disciplinary charges and sanctions against students involved in pro-Palestinian activism,
including the Gaza Solidarity Encampment, over the past academic year.

Penn’s Guidelines on Open Expression (OE) exist to protect the rights of the University
community to “assemble and demonstrate peaceably in University locations,” (I.B.)
where “demonstrations” are understood as having the “intent to express a particular
point of view in a manner that attracts attention as in protests, rallies, sit-ins, vigils, or
similar forms of expression.” (11.B)

Due Pr Wronaful Char

The administration has imposed 30 or more sanctions on Penn students thus far. We are
especially troubled by their decision to target 6 students and place them on temporary
mandatory leaves of absence without sufficient grounds or due process. With no warning,
these students were suddenly and indefinitely barred from entering their dorm or accessing
any campus buildings, such as dining halls and libraries. Most egregiously, the students
targeted for sanctions were those involved in communicating with the media and in
conducting good faith de-escalation, negotiation, and liaising with the administration.

Despite the administration's claims, students at the encampment did not harm, threaten,
injure, or directly disrupt the activities of members in the community. They articulated clear
community guidelines for all participants at the encampment, stressing non-violence, care,
and respect. They committed to non-engagement and de-escalation with counter-protestors.
They caused no structural damage to campus, using only impermanent and easily
removable materials like flags and chalk on the Ben Franklin Statue. The students’
commitment to imaginative and thoughtful learning was evident at teach-ins, screenings, and
discussions organized in collaboration with scholars, artists, and educators across
Philadelphia.

Accusations that encampment participants significantly disrupted University activities or
campus safety misrepresent the facts. The University decided to move Hey Day and exams
out of College Hall without informing any of the students facing disciplinary action, including
those on the negotiations team. By contrast, the University’s dismantling of the encampment
on May 10 significantly disrupted student life and campus safety. Penn Police and
Philadelphia Police (PPD) dragged students and faculty off of College Green and arrested
33 protesters. As a result of such an aggressive police response, College Hall went into
lockdown and final exams were moved.

Administration’s Violation of its Own Policies

Students are being disciplined in part for failing to follow the interim President’s directive to
disband, issued through a campus-wide email on May 6th. However, such a directive only
has authority if the students have in fact violated OE Guidelines; in the absence of such
violations, the directive itself is a violation of the OE Guidelines. Moreover, the guidelines are


https://catalog.upenn.edu/pennbook/open-expression/
https://president.upenn.edu/announcements/encampment-update

clear that duress must never be used to silence speech that is deemed controversial:
“Duress includes any express or implied threat—by an administrator, a member of an
administrative staff...to an event organizer or speaker... Any such duress, express or
implied, gives rise to the natural inference that the actor is seeking to suppress
speech because it is controversial or unpopular.” (VI.B) Any unjust disciplinary action
imposed on students for not complying with a baseless directive, issued with the threat of
escalation from campus and city police, must be reversed.

Similarly, the OE Guidelines indicate that police may be present at a demonstration if they
are helping to protect open expression, or when there is an immediate danger of violence.
As neither of these conditions were met, sending the Penn Police and PPD officers to
destroy the encampment and arrest students, faculty and staff was, arguably, a further
violation of the guidelines. As the OE Guidelines state, "terminating a meeting, event or
demonstration by force is a most serious step, as this action may exacerbate existing
tensions and may lead to personal injury and property damage” (V.4) Indeed, the
administration's decision to marshal a drastically disproportionate amount of force--hundreds
of university, regional, and city police, including counter-terrorism units and riot
police--resulted in numerous student injuries, including several hospitalizations, as well as a
climate of fear and mistrust on campus.

Context and Precedents for Peaceful Demonstrations

In deciding whether or not to impose sanctions on students involved in the Gaza Solidarity
Encampment, context should matter: students were participating in a worldwide student-led
movement taking place across hundreds of campuses, protesting what is uncontroversially
an urgent human rights issue. This demonstration also follows in a long tradition of student
political protest at Penn, including the 1969 College Hall sit-in against chemical warfare
research, the 1986 coalition for divestment from the South African apartheid regime, the
2006 divestment from_genocide in Sudan, and_climate justice activism by Fossil Free Penn
since 2016. Calls to disclose and divest from specific corporations that profit from Israel’s
war on Gaza are neither unreasonable nor unprecedented. What is unusual and
unprecedented is the repression and punishment Penn’s administration has wrought upon its
students, faculty and staff.

Consider how history will remember this moment, and where Penn will stand in that history.

Penn has the opportunity to correct the course of its decisions immediately. Due process has
been violated, and much harm has been done to the Penn community. The very least the
administration can do now is to lift sanctions and not impose any further punishment for
protest actions. Penn should protect its community members from political and donor
pressure rather than forcibly repressing political expression. Force and threat will not bring
about peace on campus nor will it silence protestors.

We urge the administration not to set a precedent that will irrevocably damage Penn’s
ability to operate as an institution of higher education. We call on Penn to immediately
drop all disciplinary charges and sanctions against students involved in the Gaza
Solidarity Encampment.


https://archives.upenn.edu/exhibits/penn-history/sit-in-1969/
https://archives.upenn.edu/exhibits/penn-history/sit-in-1969/
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https://www.thedp.com/article/2006/07/penn_prohibits_investing_money_in_sudan
https://www.thedp.com/article/2022/09/inside-fossil-free-penn-encampment-two-weeks
https://www.thedp.com/article/2021/06/penn-against-occupation-palestine-statement

Faye A, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Sherihan Abd El Rahman, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences
Reshem Agarwal, Graduate Student, Penn Medicine of CHOP
Patricia Agnes, Undergraduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Pablo Aguilera Del Castillo, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Shaashi Ahlawat, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Sameem Ahmadzai, Undergraduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Yasmina Al Ghadban, Alumni, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Daud Ali, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Liyan Alkawathah, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

Alessandra Amim, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Michelle An, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Nikhil Anand, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Carolina Angel, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

Lauren Archambeault, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Fabian Arzuaga, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Valerie Bai, Staff, Penn Medicine or CHOP

Abigail Ballantyne, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
LP Barakat, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Vasia Barka, Graduate Student, Perelman School of Medicine
Aleksia Barka, Graduate Student, Perelman School of Medicine
Grant Barton, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Caroline Batten, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Lua Beckman, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Nicole Bedoya, Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education
Gwendolyn Beetham, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

Anne Berg, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Kathy Bi, Graduate Student, Wharton School

Steph Bi, Staff, Penn Medicine or CHOP

Daphne, Bloom Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Chenelle Boatswain, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

Liz Boch, Staff, Penn Carey Law

Mary Brennan, Staff

Ed Brockenbrough, Faculty, Graduate School of Education

Debora Broderick, Faculty, Graduate School of Education

Jacob Brown, Alumni, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Adrianna Brusie, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Randall Burson, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Gerald Campano, Faculty, Graduate School of Education

Taylor Capaldo, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

Octavia Carr, Staff, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Aiden Castellanos, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Lindy Castillo, Alumni, Wharton School

Jerome Castillo, Alumni, Wharton School

Alison Castleman, Faculty, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Brent Cebul, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Tania Chairez, Alumni, Wharton School

Alicia Chatterjee, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice



Leilani Chirino, Staff, Alumni, Perelman School of Medicine
Amira Chowdhury, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Robert Chung, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Katie Clonan-Roy, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

Paul M Cobb, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Teressa Coenen, Alumni, Graduate School of Education
Samantha Daniels, Alumni, School of Social Policy and Practice
Hannah Declercq, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Jared Deffler, Graduate Student, School of Nursing

Katrina Dela Torre, Alumni, School of Nursing

Julieanne DeSalvo, Staff, Perelman School of Medicine
Jonathan Dick, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Elizabeth Dinella, Alumni

CMeijah Donaldson, Alumni, School of Social Policy and Practice
Kyrie Dowling, Graduate Student, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Elizabeth Duthinh, Staff, Alumni, Penn Medicine or CHOP
Susan Eachus, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Elias El Hoyek, Undergraduate Student, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Matthew Erlich, Staff, Perelman School of Medicine

Phillip Fackler, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Huda Fakhreddine, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Tulia Falleti, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Zoe Fallon, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Angela Faranda, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

Ann Farnsworth, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Ramsh Fatima, Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education
Izzy Feinfeld, Undergraduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Antonio Feros, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Gianna Ferrarin, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Roquinaldo Ferreira, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences
Mackenzie Fierceton, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Rebecca Fishman, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Kimberly Fleisher, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Nelson Flores, Faculty, Graduate School of Education

Heather Frost, Staff

Michele Gaffney, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

Katharine Gallagher, Alumni, School of Nursing

QeeQee Gao, Staff, Penn Medicine or CHOP

Joshua George, Alumni, Wharton School

Rachel Germany, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Ameena Ghaffar-Kucher, Faculty, Graduate School of Education
Stephanie Gibson, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Sebastian Gil-Riafio, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Sarah Gish-Kraus, Staff, Alumni, Graduate School of Education
Margaret Gladieux, Alumni

Gabriela Goitia Vazquez, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Barbara Gold, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Sara Goldrick-Rab, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences



Janna, Goliff, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Kashi Gomez, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Nova Gothlin, Alumni, Weitzman School of Design

Jim Grilli, Staff, Penn Medicine or CHOP

Nora Gross, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

Susan Gualtier, Staff, Penn Carey Law

Omar Guessoum, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Angel Gutierrez, Undergraduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Anmaar Habib, Alumni, Weitzman School of Design

Diane Haddad, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Ava Haitz, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Insia Haque, Undergraduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Matty Hemming, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Kaylin Henderson, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice
Emma Herndon, Undergraduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Sam Herrmann, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences

Sukaina Hirji, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Gemma Hong, Alumni, Annenberg School for Communication

Haydn Hornstein-Platt, Alumni, School of Social Policy and Practice
Iman Hossain, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Nick Hunsicker, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Sheherbano Hussain, Alumni, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Charlotte Jacobs, Faculty, Graduate School of Education

Emma james, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice
Susanna Jaramillo, Alumni, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Sandhya Jha, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice
Angela Ji, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Talysa Jimenez, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice
Edward Johanningsmeier, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Samantha Johnson, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Manya Johnston-Ramirez, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences
Kelsey Jones, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

G. Maris Jones, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences

Tess Jones, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Caroline Jones, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Neha Joshi, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences

Jamie-Lee Josselyn, Faculty, Staff, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences
Leena Kasa, Alumni, Perelman School of Medicine

Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Suvir Kaul, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

David Kazanjian, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

John Kehayias, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Marie E Kelly, Alumni, School of Nursing

Tamim Khaddash, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Grace Knitter, Staff, Penn Carey Law

Ella Konefal, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Nipun Kottage, Graduate Student, Perelman School of Medicine
Brianna Krusen, Staff, Perelman School of Medicine



Bassil Kublaoui, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Harun Kiigiik, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Nayla Labban, Staff, Penn Medicine or CHOP

Crystal Lane, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

Liz Langer, Alumni, School of Social Policy and Practice

Sam Layding, Graduate Student, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Mina Leazer, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Hannah LeClair, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Jenny Lee, Graduate Student, Annenberg School for Communication
Kelsey Leon, Staff, Perelman School of Medicine

Lilah Lesniak, Staff, Perelman School of Medicine

Sophie Lewis, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Nancy Liu, Alumni, Wharton School

Sarah Logan, Faculty, School of Nursing

Daniele Lorenzini, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Joelle Loving, Alumni, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Victoria Lovins, Graduate Student, Perelman School of Medicine
Maddie Luebbert, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

Brendan Lui, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Kristina Lyons, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Harrison Mace, Alumni, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Noa Machover, Graduate Student, Weitzman School of Design
Aurora A. MacRae-Crerar, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences
Mathew Madhavacheril, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Sara Marie, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Samuel Martin, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Siena Martin, Staff, Perelman School of Medicine

Kara Martin, Alumni, Perelman School of Medicine

Dominique Martinez, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Serena Martinez, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Carolyn Marvin, Faculty, Annenberg School for Communication
Maeve Masterson, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Meta Mazaj, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Harry Mazariego, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

Ramah McKay, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Jean Miller, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Aaron Mittleman, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Cassandra Modica, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice
Afnaan Moharram, Alumni, Wharton School

Nick Moncy, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Elliot Montpellier, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Luis Moreno-Caballud, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences
Rebecca Morse, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Clancy Murray, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Rebecca Naegele, Alumni, Weitzman School of Design

Leila Ndong, Faculty, Perelman School of Medicine

Lan Ngo, Alumni, Graduate School of Education

Tammy Nguyen, Undergraduate Student, School of Engineering and Applied Science



Anne Norton, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Marcy Norton, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Bryan Norton, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Susan Nour, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Jake Nussbaum, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Amy Oftner, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Karim Olaechea, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Cecilia Orphan, Alumni

Kwaku Owusu, Alumni, Wharton School

Litty Paxton Faculty, Staff, Alumni, Annenberg School for Communication
Margaret Pendoley, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Anna Perkins, Alumni, School of Social Policy and Practice
Victor Pickard, Faculty, Annenberg School for Communication
Rupa Pillai, Faculty, School of Arts and Sciences

Kevin M. F. Platt, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Kaitlin Pomerantz, Faculty, Alumni, Weitzman School of Design
Bre Porter, Alumni, School of Arts and Sciences

Kate Pourshariati, Staff

Rebecca Poyourow, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

Julian Quiros, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice
Ashhad Qureshi, Graduate Student, Perelman School of Medicine
Parvati Ragoobeer, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Noelle Ramirez-Faisca, Staff

Ann Rea, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Karen Redrobe, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Jane Reznik, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

tyler rizzo, Staff, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice
Akira Rodriguez, Faculty Weitzman School of Design

Jason Rodriguez, Alumni Perelman School of Medicine

Jamey Rorison, Alumni Graduate School of Education

Marlen Rosas, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Ben Rosen, Staff

Edward Ross, Alumni Weitzman School of Design

David Rosser, Alumni Wharton School

Cesar Ruiz de Castilla, Undergraduate Student School of Engineering and Applied Science
Tali Ruskin, Staff, Wharton School

Alicia Rusoja Alumni Graduate School of Education

Paul Saint-Amour, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Angbeen Saleem Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Melissa Sanchez, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Farah Sayed, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Elizabeth Schlingmann, Alumni Weitzman School of Design
Utsav Schurmans, Staff, Wharton School

Elizabeth Seitel, Alumni School of Social Policy and Practice
Avni Sejpal, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences

Raka Sen, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences

Kasturi Sen, Alumni Penn Carey Law

Victoria Seo, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences



Fatemeh Shams, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Stacy Shimanuki, Alumni Wharton School

Imran Siddiqui, Undergraduate Student School of Arts and Sciences
Daniel Sidorick, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Genie Silver, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Shrestha Singh, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Priyadharshini Sivakumar, Graduate Student

Miranda Sklaroff, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Kingsley Song, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

David Spafford, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Jess St. Jacobs, Alumni Graduate School of Education

Lauren Stachowiak, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Timmy Straw, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Menen Stroud, Alumni Graduate School of Education

Mary Summers, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

bethany swann, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Zarin Tabassum, Graduate Student, Perelman School of Medicine
Ka-Wing Tam, Staff, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Jenny Tan, Staff

Rayane Taroua, Undergraduate Student Wharton School

Fahd Othman Tazi, Alumni Wharton School

Hiab Teshome, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Tariq Thachil, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Grace Tierney, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Koyna Tomar, Graduate Student

Khue Tran, Undergraduate Student School of Arts and Sciences
Whitney Trettien, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Burhan Ul Haq, Undergraduate Student School of Arts and Sciences
Belén Unzueta, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Taryn Urban, Alumni Graduate School of Education

Andy Vaughan, Faculty School of Veterinary Medicine

Beans Velocci, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Aubrey Vinh, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Kelsey Walsh, Alumni School of Arts and Sciences

Alice Wang, Alumni School of Social Policy and Practice

Malik Washington, Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education
Rawad Wehbe, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Amanda Wessel, Staff, School of Arts and Sciences

Jessica Whitelaw, Faculty Graduate School of Education

Delaney Wilde, Graduate Student, School of Engineering and Applied Science
Rebecca Winkler, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Chris Wodicka, Graduate Student, School of Social Policy and Practice
Irene Woo, Undergraduate Student School of Arts and Sciences
Christina Wooden, Undergraduate Student School of Arts and Sciences
Dagmawi Woubshet, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences

Erin Wrightson, Graduate Student,School of Arts and Sciences
Eugenia Xu, Undergraduate Student School of Arts and Sciences
George Ygarza, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences



Em Yi, Staff

Eileen Ying, Graduate Student, School of Arts and Sciences
Logan Yuhas, Undergraduate Student School of Arts and Sciences
Chenshu Zhou, Faculty School of Arts and Sciences



